CURRICULUM SYLLABUS

CURRICULUM AREA: Language Arts


COURSE TITLE: 7th Grade Language Arts

GRADE LEVEL: 7
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This program emphasizes students’ ability to read for information and pleasure. Students demonstrate learning through speaking and writing. Students study various pieces of literature including selected novels. They think about, write discuss, and listen to the ideas of others about the selection read.
COURSE EXPECTATIONS / GOALS / BENCHMARKS / OBJECTIVES:

Students read fluently seventh-grade texts while using a variety of strategies to determine the meaning of words found in context.

Students analyze elements of narrative genres and author’s craft and discuss how literary issues relate to their own experiences.

Students analyze elements of informational genres, organizational patterns, and author’s craft.

Students read, retell, and summarize grade level-appropriate texts; state global themes, universal truths, and principles to create deeper understanding; apply personal experiences and knowledge.
Students self-monitor comprehension by predicting, constructing mental images, questioning, and rereading. They also assess their own work and the work of others, and cultivate a love of reading to the extent that they read significantly on their own.

Students write narrative pieces that include conventions appropriate to the genre.
Students apply prewriting strategies; revise their writing to reflect different perspectives; edit their writing using proofreaders’ checklists; and write texts that set purposes, consider audiences, and replicate authors’ styles and patterns.

Students use personification, humor, surprise, emotional appeals, opinions, and credible support to enhance their writing; use grammatical structures; correct spelling conventions; and write enthusiastically and legibly.
Students listen to and evaluate presentations given by their peers, focusing particularly on point of view, bias, attitude, persuasive techniques, and facts vs. opinion. Students will demonstrate appropriate listening skills, ask probing questions, and offer feedback.

COURSE TEXTBOOKS / MATERIALS
Prentice Hall Literature Penguin Edition- Grade Seven

Prentice Hall Writing and Grammar- Bronze Level

MAJOR COURSE ASSIGNMENTS / REQUIREMENTS:

Novel Studies
Various types of Essays/Writings

Journals

Silent Reading/Independent Reading

GRADING AND ASSESSMENTS (TESTS AND QUIZZES):

Selection Tests
Unit Tests

Constructed Responses

HOMEWORK:
Homework assignments vary at discretion of teacher. Refer to the secondary level homework policy.
OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
All students are expected to participate in independent silent reading and are expected to provide their own material. Students should have this material daily, in addition to normal classroom materials.

