January 27, 2020
Dear Parents,

Today, we began the process of writing research papers.  I wanted to try and clear up any confusions or questions some of you might have. 
State Of Michigan Standards: Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions for further research and investigation.
Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
This assignment is a research paper not a report. The students need to have a topic that has arguments and counter arguments. The calendar will be communicated to the students on a weekly basis.  Of course, we need to remain flexible, and some dates might be shifted a day or two as needed. Slight changes may occur, and I will keep the students and you informed through their daily agendas, parent portal, and Weebly. Each part of the paper has a separate due date, and will receive a grade when it is turned in.  
Parents can do many things to help support the students in this challenging process, such as answering questions about sources, helping students re-word information into their own words (please let the students write the paper in 7th grade words).  The majority of this paper will be done in school.  A thumb-drive would be extremely beneficial.
Please feel free to contact me if you have questions about this research paper.   The best way to reach me is through email at kdeleeuw@abs.misd.net
Finally, talk to your student about the topic of their research paper. Please sign the bottom of this letter so that I know you are aware of the topic your child is working on. This is the first graded item for the research paper.
Thank you for your time and support,

Ms. DeLeeuw
**Please fill out THE BOTTOM PORTION and return to your teacher by Tuesday, January 28. This is the first grade for the research paper.  (
Research question/topic: _________________________________________________________​​_______________
________________________________________________________________________
My child has discussed with me the topic and research question they are going to be researching for the research paper assignment.

________________________

_______________________​​​​
Student Name



Parent signature
